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OI.EAniNG Till". SI.ATK.
In his speech in the Commons Mon¬

day night explaining Groat Britain's
attitude toward the Franco-German
complication over Morocco ufid her In¬
tervention therein, and which had been
looked forward to with such Intense
Interest, not unmlngled with consider¬
able nervousness, both at home and
abroad. Hir Edward Grey, 1'oirlgn
Kccretary. seems t«> have acquitted
liimself to the satisfaction of nil con¬
cerned. Not only did ho re-establish him¬
self in the confidence; of his own party,
by which. In a sense, ho had been ar¬

raigned, but he elicited assurance of
the conlldence of the opposition. More¬
over, we are told that the conllnenfil
powers, Including Germany horsell, are
content.

It is a pity there wns any occasion
for the speech. ]t If regrettable that
tht matter did not rest with Chan¬
cellor von Bethinann-Hollweg's declar¬
ation In the Reichstag that in tin- Mo¬
roccan controversy a settlement had
1'ccn rcachod equally honorable to both
Germany and France, and the way had
Veen opened to "clear the slale" bf
jnisundcrstundlngs and differences
w,ith great Britain. And there it
would have rested but for the ill-
timed supplementary explanation of
the over-zealous, somewhat excited
ami often Indiscreet German Foreign
decretory, Herr von Klderlen-Waechler.
who sought to appease German senti¬
ment against the largely Imaginary
"humiliating terms" the Kaiser was
constrained to accept, by indicating
that at one stage of the negotiations
the sword was rnttllng at Great
Britain.rattled because of British
interference, which was challenged by
Germany. After Herr von Klderlen- jWaechter's statement, involving as it
did a charge that Sir Edward had
brought his own country to the verge
of war and then receded, not with
entire credit, there was no recourse jfor the British Foreign Secretary, but
the making of an open breast of it. jBut this apart: tho point Is that It is
hardly to he questioned there is a

"clear elate" now.

In the circumstances and sltiinlioti
Sir Edward could not have said less.
».nd It Is well perhaps that he did not
tay more. His speech was calm, clear-
cut, straightforward, and had the
ring of honest self-conviction thai hi^
policy was Justified, which could hot
hut carry conviction to others. While
tie uttered not a word Incompatible
with what was due the dignity and the
prestige and the rights of Great
Britain, and without hesitation, ad¬
mitted, nay, even boldly proclaimed,
British friendship for France, and tho
influence of a community of commer¬
cial and territorial Interests between
the two nations in dictating his course,
lie was not only exceedingly con¬

ciliatory t.owar'{laÄermany, but cour¬

teous to the German Foreign Minis¬
ter, who hnd raised nn If.mic of per¬
sonal veracity with him.

Sir Edward made no secret of
British partnership with Trance- as
regards certain spheres |n Africa, but
he rendered It absolutely clear that
Mich partnership was not for assailing
Germany In the hitter's legitimate
sphere of expression, which he fully
recognized, nnd proposed to recognize
in the future. That his explanation
find Justification have put Germany on
the defensive, and relaxed the tension,
and elvc promise of establishing much
more friendly Anglo-German relations
than have existed for years, requires
r.o greater proof than Is presented, Iii
the fact ac cabled from Berlin, thai their
"conciliatory tone Is cordially re-
echoed In the government circles of
Germany. And more. Importntil and
encouraging still, the promise itidl-
dated Is not only the affair ,,f «irr
many and Ore.u Britain, htll that of
ell Europe as bearing on the problem
of keeping the peace >.r ßttrope lind
preserving ihc International equili¬brium.
Cnder provocation to he resentful,

indeed intemperate, Sir Edward, while
rigidly regardful r.f and safeguarding
his own eolf-respect and thai of tin
British nation on every point, hehl nut
the olive branch to Germany. Nor oriri
It be doubted that the solid common
f>en6e and the patriotic desire |0
serve the best Interests of tin- Father¬
land, which animate* tlie majority f
the German masses, will move these
to accept the token and reciprocate
the spirit In which It was 'offered.
THE HON. BARKER'S It IU Ol.l.l c-

TIOXS.
Those who know the Hon. Wharton

Barker best an- thi least disposed to
treat as accurate Iii: memories 01 a
seven-year-old conversation with on
undisclosed acquaintance. Vet, giving
the least possible WCIri.t i(, Mr. Bar¬
ker's recollections. Hie facts remain
undented and undeniable thai Colonel
Roosevelt when President managed id
fiecure and hold the support v. n
street at election time, though Judge
l'arkcr bore the odium of heilig. Ilm
.'money" candidate during the cam¬

paign, From June to October In lüui
Colonel Roosevelt was in cotmnunlca-

tlon -with E- H. Harrlman. asking tor
support, and promising that '.before I
write my message I shall got you to
como flown to discuss cortaln govern¬
ment matters not connected with the
campaign "

After tho campaign. In which the
Harrlman fund "of $'.'00,000 turned at
least 50.000 votes." Harrlman asked
for an advance copy of that part of
the message dealing with railroads.
To this Colonel RoOaovclt at once re¬

plied thnl he only had in mind cur¬

rency legislation when ho spoke of
"government matters."
There the correspondence slopped,

not to bo resumed until 100«, when
Mr. Harrlman. who had refused to
make further contributions, was de¬
nounced sb an "undesirable citizen."

Jn all this there Is no ovldenco or

oven appearanco of o corrupt bargain.
Nor does any' mitn believe that by
sending treasury funds to New York
in tho panic of 1307 "Colonel Hoosevclt
bankrupted the country," though it Is
clear that by so doing "he saved somo

gamblers-" Having dono more than
any living man to produce a fearful
financial crisis, the President could
Itardiv be blnmed for taking one

obvious means of repairing the havoc
ho had wrought

In these particulars Mr. Barker's
statements arc Inconclusive, but be¬
yond all peradventure the fact remains
that despite his bravo boastings and
Intemperate denunciations, Colonel
Roosevelt has nover been very fnr
away from the big llnuriclal Interests.
He let the tariff and the Sherman law-
lie undisturbed for seven years; ho
only roared against the railroads for;
the last two years of Ills term; he
raised the price of anthracite by his
unauthorised strike Interference, and
finally he delighted Wall street witll
Iiis attack on the Sherman law.
*'He may have had no barguln In 1904;
certainly there Is no proof of any such
understanding, but he. was backed up
by "big business'' then and can get
that backing again next year.unless
all signs full.

RISING PRICES.
AVhen prices for all commodities

were dragging on the bottom In lSOtf:
the free sllvcrites explained that con¬
dition by the lack of money In cir¬
culation. It was tho small qunntlty of
money rather than the large quantity
of suppjies. in their opinion, that put
prices down. This theory certainly j
had much In favor of the explanation
It offered. To-dny, with gold still
pouring- out of tho Rand, with the
world's treasuries holding a larger
slock of the yellow metal than ever
before, prices all over the world are

high, and getting higher.
The question therefore of how to gel

lower prices la international; It con¬
cerns the peasants on the plnlns of
Siberia, the ortlsan in highly protected
Germany, ami the laborer hi London,
the freest market of the world. The
lowest average of prices this country
has seen for a long time occurred In
the year 1896, following a long period
of depression which started .In 1800.
Compared with the nverage of 190".
the prices of 1890 stood at ft, or 9 per
cent, below the lovel in 1900. Tn 1910
on n comparison witli 1900, prices were
at an average of 109.6, which was an
increase of 18.(1 from 1 SOG. The figures
are given by the Rrltlsh Hoard of,
Trade. Ar. examination of a number
of articles reported In theso riguros
shows the very Interesting fact that
cheese, lea and cocoa are exactly the
same price In 1910 as in 1900, while
potatoes arc 19.0 lower than ten years
ago. All of the other Items have risen
from 4 1-2 per cent, to 38.9 per cent; the
smallest rise being In mutton, and the
greatest In bacon. Hut Hour has ad¬
vanced 2u.fi, beef 13.6, bread 11.S. sugar
24.2, and oatmeal 13.9. Contrary to
the general belief. eggs are not much
higher, having only gone up 12 points
in ten years, and butter has only gone
up 6.1 points. ¦Without laying too much
emphasis on any single Item, the broad
fact remains that, us n whole, staple
prices are certainly 20 per cent, higher
than Ion years ago. and nil commodi¬
ties have advanced 41.0 per cent., or
over two-fifths from the low price
of 1S97. it Is this advance In the cost',of living without n corresponding nd-1
vunce in profits or salaries that la
causing so much disquietude, but the!
facts do not point a way to an Im¬
mediate and satisfactory remedy. Pro¬
fessor Irving Fisher, of Yale, who la
a noted authority on economicproblems, has written to a number
of Journalists, professors and officialswlm should be Informed on the question jof why prices have Increased, with |a view to studying the causes that !have lc) In this World-Wide hdvunce.A round table conference win ho hohl!:; Washington by the American F.cono- jrhlc Association in the latter part 0fDecember, ot which time Hr. Fisher,will stati- his opinions und will as|<for a general discussion of the,problem. While scientists are work-lug It out. and mil II natural forces'
cause prices to be readjusted, it seems'Impossible to escape Hie hardshipsCUUH.cd bj a rise |n the cost of livingwlthotil a corresponding rise in In-]conies. I
REFORM IN mi; I EÜERAI, COURTS

out precedent has been setin Du
! Federi tb'otll in the

ent judiciary
'". "' »evoiii!! encciivfi Junuary i.j1912,

»y this avt. ;,, every '«tat« of Iheit'njj.n there will'pus,, on, .f existence
a historic court' practically as old as
the State Itself. Oh that day seventy-j
sever. United Si m.-., Clrcull Courts will
L'ease to Iranencl business ..t the 27C.'tliif.

.re- 1
tufore met. Arrangements for thisI change are now being perfected In

j Washington ami Ihrouglioiit ilie clr-I.cults. Tlie abolition of tho circuit

courts wns tho ohtof reform In tho
new code, which provides that after
January 1 there shall be only the dis¬
trict courts, the nine Circuit Court» <}f
Appeals and the Supremo Court. The
existence of tho circuit courts sinco
188.1, when the Circuit Courts of Appeals
were created, hos been regarded ns
expensive and unnecessary.
The twohtv-nlno circuit Judges will

not lose their positions, for they will
continue to sit In the Circuit Courts of
Appeals and help In the district courts.
All tho clerks of the circuit courts
will have their positions abolished. At
I he same time restrictions will bo
placed upon the* amount that district
court clerks may draw as salary. Un¬
der a special law the clerk of the dls-
! trlct courts and circuit courts In East-
cm Kentucky was entitled to J35.000
a year. If the fees amounted to that
much. Other clerks wero unusually
favored by special legislation. llerc-
after it will be Impossible for a clerk
to receive more thun 53,000.

Tile passing away of the circuit
courts is only ono of tho reforms. Af¬
ter January 1 the Chief Justice of
tho United States Supreme Court will
receive $lf>.000 a year, and the Asso¬
ciate Justices $14,500.

Under the new codu Jurors for Fed¬
eral courts Will receive their summons
by registered mail instead of by per¬
sonal visits of the United States inur-
ahalu.
The government will have six pe¬

remptory challenges In selecting Fed¬
eral court Juries, Instead of three.
Members of Congress will not bo al¬

lowed to practical before the United
States Court of Claims.

All of these reforms and changes
are wise and salutary and arc In ac¬
cord with that policy of economy late¬
ly pursued in some of the depart¬
ments of governmental activity.

WHY GERMANS LIVE LONG.
A German physician In New York

lias, according to the Boston Globe,
stated very concisely his reasons for
asserting that the averago human life
Is longer In Germany than in the
United States. They are:
German parents do not hasten edu¬

cation and development to the limit
in order to make children profit-bear¬
ing as soon as possible.

life In Germany is measured by a

higher standard than Its economic,
value.
The government and tho people will

not allow tho sacrifice of life for pro¬fits. An Asch building tire In Ger¬
many would cause Immediate and dras¬
tic action by the government. The 17,-
000 miners killed every ten years in
the United States would rouse the en¬
tire German nation to protest.

Reservoir walls In Germany are
built "upon honor and not upon graft."
Railway disasters that might have

been averted through the expenditure
of money are rare In Germany.
Germany has had drastic pure food

and drug laws for many decades,
whereas It Is only In the past, five
years that the Föderal government In
this country has taken serious meas¬
ures to minimize the danger to health
and lifo from Impurg food and drugs.

In Germany, the aged are not look¬
ed upon as economically worthless bur-
dons, but through old age and work¬
men's pensions are supplied with the
necessaries of life, without the do-
pressing Influence of public institu¬
tions that are upt to shorten human
life.

In brief, the German people live
longer than we do, because, according
to tho German physician, "there is
more regard for human life nntl be¬
cause fewer died violent deaths."

NAVAL ENTERTAINMENT FUND.
Criticisms by cheeseparing econo¬

mists none the less, Secretary of tho
Nnvy Meyer Is correct In his statement
that it Is a "crying Injustice to our
higher ranking nnval officers that they
are compelled to spend some portions,
of their pay for entertainments which
have no other purpose than to uphold
the dignity of the government," and!
ho is to be commended for his an¬
nounced determination to recommend
in his forthcoming annual report that
Congress provide for a naval entertain- I
meni fund, ills critics and other ob-
lectors are entirely apart of the mark,
and mislead the public into mlsappre-
I.cnsion of the question and what 111
Involves in their talk about encourag¬
ing extravagance and show in the navy
ami putting a charge on Urn treasury
that will enable our naval olllcers to
"have a good time" when abroad.
The visits of our Heels to the ports

of foreign lands are not a matter per¬
sonal to the officers. Sometimes the!
object is strategic, designed Incidentally jlo impress the world with our power]
upon the sen. with our preparedness for
niergencles and exigencies that may
menace the world's peace, and with our
rank in the scale of nations Rut most

generally they are in the nature ot
diplomatic missions, They are courte¬
ous and friendly calls, purposing the
fürther strengt hotting of friendly rela¬
tion*). They are in the interest of
International comity.
On such occasions the officers uro

proffered lavish entertainments. To
decline these would be discourteous; lo
il< cepi and not reciprocate would not
only be individually and officially hu¬
miliating, bill place our government in
a m.'si unfortunate attitude, for the
government would be judged by its rep¬
resentatives.:bo regarded as niggardly
and lucking in appreciation of tho de-
uiunds au,i tho canons of International
iioi pitailty.
Hence, owing to proper pride of coun¬

try ami Jealousy of the nation'.-, honor,
prestige and reputation, tint Injustice
Secretary Meyer so conclusively sets
forth, und which hu so eomnienditbly
would put ail end lo, Nor urn our high¬
er ranking naval .officers the only vic¬
tims of lite neglect of Congress to sup-

ply the romody tlio scoretury advo¬
cates and will urgo that l>ody to pro¬
vide Tho subordinate olllcorn havo to
boar their share of tho burden and In¬
justice, and It Is woll known that In
Instances somo of those havo been
forced to borrow money so as to bo
able to do their port.
A case In Illustration especially Is the

visit of the Atlantic Heet to Krogstad.
on "Intimation" from Russia that auch
it visit would ho agreeable. This Itin¬
erary extension was In truth, how¬
ever, a courtesy call, or an "Invitation"
by Implication, which it would have
boon discourteous and unwise diplo-j
matte policy to have Ignored.
In tho light of these considerations,

and seeing that In any circumstances
a comparatively small amount would
meet tho entertainment requirements
of a fleet abroad, It Is dltllcult to un¬
derstand how Congress, with any re¬
gard for tho dignity of tho nation and
for simplo Justice, can fail lo adopt tho
secretary's recommendation.

It would bo a paltry business not to.
picayune politics and economy indeed!

If there woro an election pending In
Albemarlo county Just now, Coach
Ketnpor Wüstling ton Ynncey, of the
University of Virginia dreadnought
eleven would be elected unanimously,
but as It Is, Clncln'natua like, after
having marched at the head of his
victorious legion, ho will return to his
applo orchard to enjoy the fruits of
victory.

Let's see. When Is tho first base¬
ball game?

¦S«mc had moleagrls mexiuana aveo I
cranberry sauce yesterday, but thero
were some lucky ones who had tho
delicious nieleagrls gallopavu Ameri¬
cana.

Voice of the People
A Further Zetelle Ilcruiulscchcc.To The Editor or The Times-ülspuleh;Sir,.Your article puullsucd to-duy,entitled "A Komlmscenee." is both in-tcrestlng und instructive, especially inthe Ii.Msi of tile hunting season, umlis very much the account tnut thewriter lias beam of the froggy affair.Hut he wishes to subnilt u afitfntly dlf-Xerent version of tlio latter portionof It.

Vou say "recalled to many old-timeRiohmouders the iron irog joite thatprince of practical jokers, ChurllcHunt, perpetrated on his friend, thegastronomic artist and another notedlocal character. Spiro ZoXellc, andwhich tlio latter was wont to lu-
cuunt in his amusing Grcuco-Englishdlaject, after lie linn forgiven Hunt."Now, the understanding of thu writeris thui Zetelle (who was said to be aFrencyhman and hot a Creek) washighly incensed at being the victim ofsuch a joke and for a long time would
not forgive Hunt. Soon afterwards,however, falling seriously sick, he son Ifor the latter and said to lilm, "1 veryseek and the doctor say 1 may dm. ami
if 1 die 1 forgif you, but if I not diethings stand Just OS tiny d.d are."He recovered, however, from this sick¬
ness.
Speaking of frogs, by the way.brings to mind the Joke ployed onthe public by the late Hilly Cowardlu,who was something of a joker him¬

self. Wo have all heard the storythat the reason for the mysterious dis¬
appearance of sora ut the end of the
sora season is that they turn into
frogs and go down Into tlio water to
reappear as full-fledged birds at the
beginning of the next hunting sea¬
son.

So, Cowardln procured an Iron frog
(perhaps the veteran mentioned above),aiid smearing it with mucilage, stuck
H full of sora feathers. Ho then placedIt In a store window with an Inscrip¬tion something like this: "The mys¬
tery solved at lust. Marvellous natural
phenomenon. Sora in >rocoss of tran¬
sition to a frog." The public came, saw
and wonddred. Many were convinced
that It was n genuine natural trans-
roramtion, and that all doubt on the
subject was fully set at rest.

"The Father of Surgical Anaesthesia."]To the Editor of The Tlmos-Dlspatch:
Sir,.In the "Queries und Answers"

column of your valuable issue of No¬
vember 27, mil. I note that the honor
of the discovery of surgical anaes¬
thesia la credited Jointly to Drs. Mor¬
ton and Jackson, of Boston, Massa¬
chusetts. Now. 'whilo you say truly
that "the discovery of the anaesthetic
qualities of other was claimed by sev¬
eral persons and each tins his own ad¬
herents," . nevertheless the vast ma¬
jority of tlio medical and surgical
world Is now convinced that a Soulh¬
orn man. Dr. Crawford W. Bong, of
Georgia, was the first to use on anaes¬
thetic (othon in a surgical or any
other kind of operation, and that he
Is Justly entitled to be called "The
Father of Surgical Anaesthesia." In
proof of this i refer you to a paper
written by Dr. .1. Marion Rims, of New
York (one of the worlds greatest sur¬
geons), and published in thu Virginia
Mefllcal .Monthly in May, 1577.

Dr. Bong first used ether as nn'
anaesthetic in the removal of a tum¬
or of the neck. March 3t), 1842. After
this he operated successfully with It]quite a number of times, and, while
lie did not till isr.2 put his discovery
Into print, he at once Imparted the
knowledge of it (o the medical pro¬
fession of Georgia, and it was woll"
known over that Stale.

Dr. C. T. Jackson; of Boston, Mass..;about tin- time Dr. Hong performed!

This has been a awful hard season
on tlr girt that':: tried I' k^ep hör
while shooji clean an' still help her
mother. Thor hulnt much difference
between tlr feller thai says list what
lie thinks on* ill* feller that says Jist

R. A. PAYNE.

Martia

what lie* thinks you think.

"PASSING THE BUCK" TO THE DEMOCRATS.
*_By John T. McCutoheon

ICODrrtffht: 1911; Tir John T. MpCutohoon.]

his first operation with other, accident¬ally Inhaled, during a chemical experi¬ment, some chlorine Has, which caused
a severe pain in the throat. The pain
was relieved by tile Inhalation of
ether. This treatment of Chlorine 111-!halation was not new, but had beenltnown for years. About a year nfterlthis he suggested to some medical,
friends the possible use of ether as a'
Bonoral anaesthetic In surgery, but hedid not try It himself and no nntlco
was taken of the suggestion. Durlne.this time Kong was continuing his
operations with ether.

l">r. Horace Wells, a dentist, of Hart¬
ford, Connecticut. In 184-1 (two anil a
half years after Long's discovery),first used .nitrous oxide gas ("laugh¬ing gas") in painlessly extractingteeth, trying It first upon himself and
then upon his patients. (He had In1840 thought of this, but did tiot tryit.) In 1845 Ije communicated his dis¬
covery to Drs.

_
Morion (hit former

partner). Warren. Jackson and Hay-ward, and extracted e tooth without
pain before the Harvard Medical
School. In the meantime Ix>ng was
going on with his operations with
etiler.

Or. W. T. G. Morton, a dentist of
Hoston. Massachusetts, in ISlfl, after
seeing a man. while in a frolic underthe exhilarating Influence of other(which was then a common mode of
entertainment on tho public stage),
sprain his ankle without patn. at the
suggestion of Jackson; used ether In
painlessly extracting a tooth. (This
was four and a half years after Long'sdiscovery.) He soon repealed the
operation ami made known his results
to Dr. .1. C. Warren, who c-nguged him
to administer ether to n patient inthe Massachusetts Ceneral Hospital InHoston. from whose Jaw Warren pain¬lessly removed a tumor.
Morton at once wrote and published

n paper upon his experiments and ob¬tained a patent from the I'nlted Plates
government for the vise of ether In
surgery, but against tho remonstranceof Wells, in 1846 Jackson also claim-'
ed the honor of tho discovery of sur¬
gical anaesthesia, and tho French
Academy of Science*, awarded n prizeJointly to Morton and Jackson, which.]however. Morton declined, as he claim-:
ed the exclusive honor. Morton also'
claimed compensation from Congress.'
as the ('tilted States army had begun]to use his alleged "Invention."
Morton had a hill Introduced Into!

Congress to appropriate $100,000 to pay:him' for his nlloged discovery. and1
Jackson and the heirs of Wells (whohad died) immediately put forwn'rd
Ihelr claims. This was the beginning,of the "ether controversy." which rag-|ed in Congress for years. It was onlyafter the controversy had boon going
on for several yearn that the friends
of Long prevailed upon him to bringforward his claims. This ho did inj1852, and published a paper upon the|subject of his discovery.
Jackson at once visited Long, in-'

vestigatod his claims and then with-!
drew from the contest In fnvor ofi
Long, and published a paper In sup-'
port of the latter. The matter was
held up in Congress, hut Long refuse,!
to press his advantngo before that,
body, desiring no pecuniary compen-jsatlon. but only recognition of his
claims by the profession. No definite,
action was over token by Congress.
Long's work was unknown to the!

world nt large until 1S77. when Dr. .T.'
Marlon Kims, of New York, also Invest!-'
gated his claims, was fully convinced
of their merit and published the abovejmentioned paper vigorously demand¬
ing their recognition by the medical
profession.
Soon after the publication of Dr.

Slms's paper letters began to pour In
lo Dr. Long from distinguished
physicians and surgeons nil over the
world, recognizing his claims and cx-jtending their congratulations, and his1
declining years were made happy by!
tho consciousness that he had at last
oorrto into his own. He died of apn-j
pit xy in Athens, Georgia, 111 1S7S, nti
the age of sixty-two. Ho was stricken;
at the bedside of a patient and dledi
the next day.
Mnny medical societies and tlio

Eclectic Medical Association passed de¬
crees In his favor, and n statue was
erected in his hoapr.ln Purls. France.
The medical profession of Georgia
have recently unveiled ft monument to
ills memory In Athcnn. Georgia, ami
his nntive Stalo will place his statue In
Statuarv Hall, in Washington, D. C.

N E. M. MAGMUDER.
Charlottcsvllle. I

Another Theatre Horror Prevented.
To the Editor Of The Tlmes-Dlppatch:

Sir..-1 wonder how many of Hiohc
players, staff and audience, who be¬
haved so .well during the alarm fit
the Academy Wit' night remember h
similar, ox even more alarming, easo

which happened In the old MarshallTheatre at Seventh and Broad, abouttwenty-live years n«o. It was In theheight of the Gilbert & Sullivan vogueand "Paradise and the Port'.' was be¬ing presented to a packed house. Oldplaygoers will recall that one Bpeheallows the clock tower of 'Westmin¬ster Mall or the Houses of Parliament(I forget which). An actress, whose
name. I think, was Archer, was sink¬ing a solo. Tito audience was listen-ing Intently, when suddenly thereseenied an unusual gasp, followed, ap¬parently, by att unusual btoppuire ofbreathing. A nnrrow tongue of llnmo
was seen to shoot down from tin.- tiles,followed by another. Much tho something happened as last nixht .Men
stood up and shouted "'Steady,';' "Keepyour seats." und .similar exclamations.Miss Archer, who could know nothingof the danger behind her. oast opeglance over her shoulder and kept on.
steadily and clearly. With her :,nii;:.In a moment the stage hands had
the burning clock tower (which hod
caught fire from a light behind tho
faeo of the clock) down on the stageami had put It ouL^ Not until the liru
was nut di'd tin: singer pause. Thu
coolness und heroism of one woirtun
had prevented n panic, and a panic In
the old theatre would have been u
different thing from one in the lead-
cm), witli Its numerous exits. S.
Richmond.

LaMarquise de Fontenoy
v j. LNG FERDINAND of Bulgaria bus1/ lately become involved in a veryS^k disagreeable flail. which has]

created much bad bloo.l agulustlMm, not only among his subjects, |illt|also among several of the reigninghouse.' of Europe.
It may be recalled that ids prede¬

cessor on the throne at Sotia, namely,Prince Alexander of Battenberg, left a
son and a daughter, by his inarria'ftowith tho Darmstadt actress, JohannaEelslnger, whom he married in such
an extraordinary fashion on the very
eve of the dale appointed for Iiis wen¬
ding at Wim,so; Castle to tile Kdltier'üsister, Victoria of Prussia, now the;wife of Prince Adolf oi Schuitmbi'.ig-jLlppe. This sun, who bears the Chris-!
tlan name of Assen, attained his ma-
Jority In January last, and bears the;title of Count. Hartenau, which his i'a-;thcr secured from the lute Grand DUkOof Hesse when lie abandoned the styleand name of Prince of Battenberg, on
marrying Mile. Eolttlngcr, whose par-entu were the valet and cook of a dear
old general on tho retired list of the)Austrian army, making his home atPressburg, where she was born.
Whereas King Ferdinand; In spite <>C

all that he has done for Bulgaria, by
means of statecraft, by cleverness ofadministration, and by vast sacrifices
of his own personal fortune und that
of his mother, the late Princess Clemen¬tine of Coburg, has neve r been able In
bis near quarter of a century of reign,to secure any hold on the affections ofhis subjects, who alternately ridicule]Ills foibles or denounce his policies, the
memory of Prince Alexander of Bnt-jtenberg, who died as Count Hartenau,!
and as major-general In command of|tho Eleventh Infantry Brigade of tlie
Austrian army at Grata, Is still cher¬
ished in the hearts of the Bulgarian
people, who can never forget that lie'
not only fought for their liberation:
from Turkey, In the rallies of the Klisi
sinn army in 1877; but that he also
reigned over them for the first eight:
years of their independence, and In
1SS5 led their army to brilliant victory,]In the buttle of Sllvnllza and In the
subsequent engagements near tho(Dragoman and Zarlbrod pusses, in-1dieting oyorwllölmlng defeat upon the'
Servians, and forcing King Mllun to
flight. -

The Bulgarians all know, too, that if
Russia forcod him to abdicate, it wasjbecause, ho had resented Muscovite in-|lerferenee In the administration of Bul¬
garia, as calculated to Impair her In- [dependence; und one of the very first]things which the members of the
Sohranjo at Sofia did, after the elec¬
tion of Prince Ferdinand of Coburg
to the throne, was to voto unanimously
un annuity of $10,000 a year for life
to their former ruler.
Since young Count Assen Hartenau

lias grown up Into a very handsome;
man, with a good deal of resemblance
to his father, who was one of tho fin¬
est looking men of his time, he has-
been the object of all sorts of In¬
trigues on tho part of tho mnlcontcnts
in Bulgaria, who were, bent on pulling
him forward as a pretender to his fa¬
ther's throne. King Ferdinand en-

I deavorcd to nlji those schemes bygranting tho lad n commission In thoBulgarian army, and by endeavoring toattach him to his (atnlly through tiesof gratitude.
Hut Uk- young count itcnin to havepermitted his head to bt turned bythe demonstrations or affection ivltilwhich lie was welcomed everywhere inBulgaria, na the only son Of his. father.

1 He allowed himself to bo hulled, not at)Count Hartenau, but us "PrlliCO Asseuof Battenberg,? und even as "PrlncoAssen of Bulgaria," to neither of whichtitles ho hail of course any vestige of
a right. Finally, he bocaiud r.n deeplyInVolved in tin- Intrigues of the foes
of the King und of his dynasty thatFerdinand round It necessary, not
merely to deprive him of Ilia commis¬sion, but also to throw lilm Into jail,It would have 1 ech far more politicto have merely dismissed lilm from the
army, and to have i|Ui< i!\- deportedhim from the kingdom, adopting pre¬cautions to prevent his return. Ills
imprisonment was a bly mistake. For
it uxclted against Fordlnund th. wrath
not only of the ilulgarlun people atlarge, but also of ail the lad's prince¬ly, royal and imperial connections.
For, despite the obscure parentage ofthe young fellow's mother, the boy is,through his father, related to the
relRnlng houses of Great llrltuln. Ru-
slu, Italy, Spain. Greece and Moil:lonegro.
What the future of young Count

Hartenau'» career will be, it is dlllt-
cult to say. Ills father was a particu¬lar favorite of Queen Victoria, who ad¬mired him greatly: also ol KmpcroiFrancis Joseph, who treated him with
the most fatherly kindness, after the
loss of his throne and his marriage.

<ni (he other bund, Alexander was'openly hated by the present Kaiser-,bv ih< lato Prlnco Bismarck, and. above
all, by Alexander 111. "t Russin, who,
i>y tin.- possession of some secret, vvnsable not only to cotnpol him id ub-
iiloate tho throne of Bulgaria, after
having previously tolerated his beingkidnapped from his palace- In Sofia b>Russian oili er-;, ana carried off intoRussian territory, hut even to force
him to contract a sudden and loveless
marriage with Mile. Lejslngcr, In order
to prevent his wedding IiIb fiancee,Princess Victoria of Prussia, and thus
becoming a brother-in-law of the
Czar, und a grandson by marriage of
Queen Victoria. It was also KmperorAlexander who compelled him to give
up hi;: title of Prince of Battenberg,and to obscure himself under the name
of Count Hartenau.
What that secret was which gay*Alexander III., the mo.it honest and

upright of men, mich a tremendous
hold upon Alexander, of Battenberg,
not more than half-a-dozen peopleknow; among them, Kmperor William
and General B.iron Kulilhars, formet
Governor-General of Odessa, and mili¬
tary plenipotentiary and agent of Rus¬
sia at Sofia, throughout the first live
years of Battenberg'."! reign there.
After the kbUiapping episode, the

prince returned to his dominions,,
amidst such universal demonstrations
of jov and affection that he resolved
to remain. But within forty-eighthours of Iiis resumption of the reina
of government. General von Kaullmrs
appeared upon the scone, und had a
prolonged secret Interview with the
prlnco, at tho end of which the latter
was completely crushed, his spirit en¬
tirely broken, and lie Immediately In¬
timated that the further retention of
hi-; crown had become wholly Impos¬
sible.
Of course there have been all sorts

of conjectures about the matter. -Ac¬
cording to somo, it was the legitimacy
Of his birth which was involved, since,
lie wns the eldest child of a runaway
match on the part of Prince. Alexander
of Hesso and a pupil of the Imperialschool for girls, at St. Petersburg, a
Mile. Sophia Hauke. According to oth¬
er surmises, it was so;
of Alexander of Battenberg when an
officer of the Russian army, stntloned
at St. Petersburg. For the aversion ofCzar Alexander III., who wos his first
cousin, du ted even from then; and ifAlexander of Battenberg wns chosen
as first ruler of Bulgaria, It was In
opposition to the then Czarovlloh, but
at tho Instance of his uncle and aunt.
Kmpcrot* Alexander If. and the lute
Czarina Marie, who loved him better
than nny other of their nephews.
Whatever the real reason, It Is a

matter of speculation, even to tho most
experienced statesmen and diplomats,
and to the' various reigning houses to¬
day. Tho real story remains buried in
the secret archives of the reigning
families of Hohenzollern and of Ro-
monoft.
(Copyright, 1911, by the Brentwood

Compuny.)
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